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LETTERS TO EDITOR 


In your journal of June 1975, under "Armenian Numismatic Society 
Acronym", certain members draw your attention to the fact that ini- 
tials A.N.S. can be confused with those of American Numismatic Socie- 
ty, which is very logical. Some other members suggested ARM.N.8. 

In my judgement, I prefer to use AR.N.S. A brief acronym is 
always preferable. 

Jackson Heights, N. Y. G. Gougas 
(Since this letter was received, the U. S. Postal Service has in- 
formed us that Mr. G. Gougas is deceased. The Arm. N. S. sincerely 
regrets for the death of Mr. G. Gougas. Editor) 


The volume of Armenian Numismatic Journal looks very promising 
and I hope it develops into a scholarly durable publication...... 
Wilton, Conn. P, Z. Bedoukian 


The news folder that you sent was absolutely great. Congradula- 
tions to a job well done. I hope many successful years will follow. 
Latham, N. Y. Jerry Simonian 


Thank you very much for sending us Series I, Vol. I of Armenian 
Numismatic Journal. It will prove a welcome addition to our Library 
collection. I hope you will send us future issues as they appear so 


that I can forward items to the editor of Numismatic Literature..... 
The American Numismatic Society Francis D. Campbell, Jr. 
New York, N. Y. Librarian 


Untpuwinppny “Yonnubwt Uqquypu Ywsndwpwup SuoptunrcPprun Gwippeh 
**Unbe** onwhbp@bu wbnbywuwyny feb.....litunmp awpp bntp vbp Yqupdupwih 
Vunbtwnupwt pu Sudup wquntonti unchpby Ybpbe yhonewd ynyd Sbuupnppw- 
Qwu Ge wadbpwinp Spunupwynifépiun won wowhybpuntfbwt oqupu Sudwn..... 
Alexandria, Egypt Onnik Kaloust#tian 


Unuguy.... Swyywhw nnpwlwqhuni@bwu pulbpnifbws whuwanh waw? hu 
Sudunvonn.... Wt pus ulbqan Yunwptw, gh ywoang jpuby: 3neuny Gu, 
no dbp ywopbpnrfeowtu 6; dudwuwlh gapegencd yp quntway yununb; hp w- 
uagfp Ge vuup uppnd Yn yhobup wawffhu Swonpubtpn, Swibuwm be pnywunul, 
nonup wiuqud Yuwqd gncut pu: 

Yerevan, Armenia Henry Sarkissian 


Vnugue bo wewuwybu 2uy ‘tnudwghvulu gugeubn UW. Suunpp. 2unp sur 
Yuyneppeu. finn ~~ Sudbun ~~; htp, payg sae 5 ni utna ,pup Gn supuunbee beee 
Vienna, Austria Father Raphael Kossian 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL is the official quarterly publication of 
Armenian Numismatic Society. Editor, Y. T. Nercessian, 8511 Beverly 
Park Place, Pico Rivera, California 90660, U. S. A. Subscription 
$5.00 per year. Single copies $1.50. Back issues available. 
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se uyuudy OP LUNE UY GURU Fh QUPSUST AUC 2UuauUSdunny 
UV. u. V- vite. XIV durernahny 
(Atpniwqpe) 


gnnvtulwu wndwit nnwlubpn pntug Yonwy fu pudunny qnpdtuwlwune 
fwrwuunwgqop Ehu wwinhyowu ulgqancupny Bnqupliniwd yupPborwhwi, Youw— 
nnduhulwu be Swyyuywu npwpduvbppu:dopppuuanhu Sou npwuwlncPpeup 
wnwudpu adniwpntfhcu gbp yupnegned: Cpswuunnrfowu JEP Uncugqnn 
$6, (Gupunwywu wpdwhbwy npwlubph dinfuptu, wpngu view. 1 quph weup- 
afu gnnw’h Swupwytuwywu npwwubph wnwtbparfawun webpwuned Efu uwbe 
ywyuapniows wou nnwdubph unp fennuplniwéd nouwpvbpp: UyuneSbnbe 
Snnut Ywyutpwgwu nnwdubppu Ydpbwlnebg webph pw Gplne Swnhip wwnp 
b2uG, Uvpsuqquyfu gnewyned: Suywunwih pwnwpwhwu dpiwyh dvwupu uu. fi.w. 
LT nwpp Yanfhu wwpftbphg vpuebe Gwpfbcubphp wuydwu wuppubpp, yun 
Gu gnnvh 4wyubpwhwts npwiubpp, pugytu gpPwuwnniPowu, wyuybu by Swy- 
SnnvEwhwi nwqdw-pwnwpwhwu ppwnwndnrépcuubph upmwgnjvwu mbuwtbupg: 
Yulwyu Sun & Cota np guwjywo wnnwetubat nnwwtubph ftnqupynedp I jee 
pb ulgehu wpnkt nuqupb, tp, pwyg upwug gpPwuwnniepcun gee dinugty;: 
Uugiujnid’ nqwpynwd Suyhyulut nnudtvopn, pusytu uwbe muppbp buqdwu 
90, ( Gupunwlwi eaueer gupncuwyned Eh uywuwnyo; Gnlnh ubpphu ne 
upuuphu wnGranh ywiwuPubpn: Uwhwyt pbynidt wpntu yunupncrby a 4 be 
Swy wun fh a 2ndwuwnnrfépcun febrwhnby En fn qunquwgdwu unn 
(inti, app punnpngened Ep Snndh ywyubpwhws qnwlvanh ywpwonrt mwpwd- 
Uudp: Ub;brhybwu, Ywywnnyypwywu, Unuwatbubwu, pugytu uwht gnnvh Swi- 
puyonul wu 4 ach uywnenew Efu: Vpusgnan unp ee Yuyubpwhwu 
ganvh nnpwdtbpny wpwqoptu phgpwenpened§ thu wnbtuoph Say tietiek 2ncyu- 
ubpp: Upfwqquyfu wabtupncd Gu En Unnedy twypuned punneuncwd umn- 
ctheus uhuntlp, guwywd Unbebypned wy yununttog wpughe. III nwph 
GUPqeEs 

A wuppabpnifhrs Swupwybuwywis gnand’h ywyubpncPhrup naqupyned En 
nuyouy qpwlubp wnweb, U2wuwhwy~ hg gupbpnd: liuyne gong Shvtwhwy vpw- 
Lapp ed En Untptniu, 8.19 gnu onfiwywt pwand JE dncum nu- 
yneg (827.45 qnwl) fumne thu 40 Untpbnceutip: ChpwuwnncPbow ut? 
Spvumywt Shwenpp §wunhuwuned En Snndtwhwu wpdwie nnuwwp, app yne- 
tniw En nGuwn, ubpniwd pwmpubpbu deni=**mwutbul** pwnhg: dwn Gwy- 
ubpwhwu gnnth nbuwnp Yanuyhu gwand ywqunil tp dncump 1/84 cvwup, 
wyupupu 3.90 qnuWw wpdwé: liuynt be wpdufh dnwuwhnrPhrup nnubenap- 
LG, Ep vow 1:12 ywnweabpnifbudp: vonphu gnc4ywyh Jwiun wnbeuph Sudw 
fnnupynid Chu wynudh Ge wpdwith fwnunennnd, vty neughw (27.30 qnw), 
hugybu uwhe YopSpuhu uanpwawdwunclvbpp Yuqvnn npwlwyws Upwenpubp: 
UnduPh be ynudh pnpwuwknrPhcup npn2 mwnwuncdubpnyd uzgened tp 1:45 
Jupwptnnrftbwdp: 

Quyubpniftawt Ynndhg Pnnwpyencd Ef tube 2wywunwipt Yopwpabupnn 
nulGuy, wndwbwy ne ynudbwy nnwlubp, npnug wyuumlonwanpnrfbwdp ywnnpnn- 
tat En swywunwup ywnuntwd Yu ywbow, pwnwowlywu Yhowlp lnc Uyn 
npuadubpny ne Aouniedhband Yuyubpni@hrup Umanwy nevtp nwpwéby Snndtw- 
Ywu qbuph pwnpp, be npwund pul Suwquunnifbws JE? ywSoy Uncwinrwd 
Gpyputph dngndncpnubppu: Uyywyu Zuywunwupt Yopwpbpng SnnvEwhwu du 
qniv nivaignn npwdibpu ne gpwnnwltbnpn quugniwéwypu Panwpyniw pou b- 
nop: Swywunwuned Yun myobnalal npwltuanh jajauh Gu Gna, Oqnumnu 
O4ynutfwunuh Ge upw Gpyne npnbqhpubpp* Swancup be Lneghniup yunlop- 
uapny updupbwy nnwlopp, npnugnd nhwened’ £ Snnvtwhwy npwdvanh unp 
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§nuwupp Unuw2tubwutbph wuydws be Unguyncupuanh Swunundwu uuphubphu: 
‘nwup fh yuyn bu byby fwywunwup be upwh vopdwenp Unniwuph ne Xpwunw- 
Uh nn? umwpwiph Ypwy: Rwgwnniwd ¢é Ognumnu O4wmuwifwunup Gt upwy npnt- 
ahpuanh ues oniennll updw@ nnwlbipp finqupyncby bu ne gpfwuwnnrfbwu 
JE? Unby ny Uhwyu 2nnvh brpnywhwu bpypvbpnid, wypbe Unberoypnc, 
wyn féenew Uwhe Swywunwunru: 

énnitwhwi ywyubpnifowu Yun gngwup wyn qnpwwubnpp feunpwugo; Gu 
Swyywyws gncywubpn UpPwqquyhu wnbiapf wy ninhubpnd, nanugnd 2pfu- 
tuwnnifbwy cE? thu Uvnby wugbwyned $b, ,bupumwywy Ge gandp Swupwybnw- 
yur nnuwuopp: Ubppuyh ne Tpguqhuph anchuvepg, Cbpunp ne Shanpup 
Ynwynd wypwi puynpwuwinr@prua pbpned tp upwug Upweup indhup Ge wy- 
UncSbmbr Oninh wewquunyd mwunid Upwunwy be Unqniwup: Undwitwy pupdpn- 
pw wyn npwwtbpp Uppwqquypt gncqwyned YumwincPpru Ehu gwiby Ge Gw- 
Uugentd Eh papbe wbtwywynit npwlwyws Spwenpubpp: Somwquyned Swu- 
ntu thus npwug punoppuuwknrebuwp wbnuyws Yopuniwoph npwduapn: 

Zwywunwuned Ywn Ywyubpwhws wyn qpwubph wupwodwu Fou chududw- 
uw gpfwuwnanrfbws JE? Gu Gnby whe YupPbrwhws Ynunt wppwyh ywolbpnd 
nputwywu Upwenpubpp: YepPpuubph apneiwgnidp fw.wowawp Jwuwdp Yoowp- 
toy, & Uwhe Zwywunwinid, nip Ynunup Jandh unnidhg ftwquenn Ep Swu- 
uuuneo, 8-16 finebppu: Uwhwyu Ynuntuh npwdwubpp be wbupwnnwpdwibpn 
(wy mupwonid gbu nevbgby: 2nnvh ywyubpwhwu npwopp Sudbvun Ynun- 
Up npwdubnp 2uim phe Gu oney: 

Uwitwtuipwl Pnnwpyard be wutgwu mwpwéned bu netbghy twhe YUnun- 
upu gwyng quip dpwy gnuppunn Unuwetu-Qbunup (18-384) nnwubpp, n- 
pnup jum ne Ybum udnipubpnd yuyutp Gu Pwuqupwuwyht ¢dnnndwéncubnhg: 
Snwup gpfputanntPouwt Sudup punpng gbu bnby Ge Ywpnn bu quwi,wnchy 
bppte fuy-inndtwhwt yupwedpncPpeuubppu Yopwpbpnn yhwynifipr.uusp: 
Ujane jwunopd opngwalh bt, ap 2wywunwup npwdwhw gnPwiuwnancPpcup I 
nuph uyqahu gupncumwyn.by & phgpwenpneby Snndtwkwu npwiubpnay: Unb- 
tojpniv 2nndh Ywyubpnceprup uwidwuwhhg En nupdby 4wywunwiufu, nip 
wnbtupwyws qnpdowppubpp Yuuupened bf wnwrbpwytu §nnvbwywu nouwpub- 
pnd: Wapfbcuywu npwplwubpn A onl tele UES qnbRt wuuyuan Ep nup- 
66,: licgwqnwi t, np 62 fnipu 2nndfp GwyubpniBprup vbpnup nbpnpdubpnd 
Uniuqignby tp updwe nbuwph puzgn Ge wyu uwidwuby pncumf 1/96 Juun, 
siebue nupdnby Jow 3.40 qnud: 
: magi) tp two. unéwRh ywpnciuymppcup inndkwlwt wpdwft gnu Je, 
wqvbjny 55-65 unynu: Yayubpnr@bws younbpnpdbwu wy nnwduopp furpw- 
goby bu fwywumwts Unzgwyncupubph Swunwndwu dwlwuwhubpnid: hpbug swy 
pegeankat quiulw,uann bpbug ubpulwi npwluopp ¢bu netubgb;: Un fppw- 
tncupp Yopwywinrwd f bnby Ungwincubwg unidh ube nuwup~ bpwup Gupeb- 
twg ftwquenpnifbwup: 2wy Upgwyncuptbph uppwhwynfbeat quan ¢utwuwlub- 
paid dvhfwaquyfht wntiapp popnivnd ‘any Gata pwnwpubp Gu f@upwiugby Y4ou- 
yaupwtnup, Shunuf, Indpgpwunauh yankopny gnandh Yuyubpwhws nbvwpuonp: 
Vapuywaniepeu upncb, — wpdwiéth pwpdp yupncuwhnarfbutp odun.wé Uw- 
pan aegpu ow Uqnuunu Oluwipwunuh npewtienpie Upnbu II qnwaned Swy ywwu 
2ncywubpned uwnwontd Gu quay Spugwunup, Uunphwunup, Uuuntpuncu Thn- 
up, Uwnynu Urcpbypnup be Lackpnu Ybpnup quukbpubpny Sandbwhwt wpdw- 
@bwy npuwwtvipp: “wpfbrwyw npwtbpp gwywunwup IT nupf qwudtph ywq- 
Unilw ¢6u nhurntd: Cpbrwu bu quwyfpu Snnvbwhws wynudbwy npwitap, fin- 
nupyniwé Il nuwph Swy-Sandbwhwi uzwuwinn nwqvw-pwnwewhwi ppwnupdnrt- 
fpeuvaph wnfhe: Uyn ppwnpuwdtubpn unyugtu, pugwytu unwug uwnannutnn, 
niubghy bu gnigunnwyws Ugwuwyathpeu YwyubpniPowt Unewoneduonp ywnw- 
pwubjne Sudvwp: Ipwtg ywabbpwannr@prup yhogwmwyned & 2nnvhp pwgwywyn 
UpgaduneBp.up swywunwup vopphu qnpdtppu: Uwhwyu Swywunwsh nnwdwywu 
2pfwuunni vows Sadun gpwnnwivonn punnn2 gou: tpwup fénnwpyncby bu 
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énnidnid Gi Vbupnynyhwyhg anipu pwyu uwpwoned gbu niubgh;: 

Gaupnann qnupp 60-wlwi fénewywuubppg Upugbe III qwpp uffqap sw- 
jwunwih jpwdtwywu spswuunnarPprun qupqughy & Sw puniwunip ywonlonwan- 
patPowy Guyubpwlwi qpwduopny, npnug wnbiuanipp popby & pugytu UpPgany- 
pele wpGtuninppg, wyuytu Ey Vapdwienp Upbcbjphp Ywownw2wif Youunpnu- 

éntg: Usyn qywyned & Suntp wlpngh webpwhuopncd as vuelta npwduonh 
quudp, pwnyugwo Ubuywupwunup, Spunufp, Spwpwunuh, Uuanpwunuf, U. 
fpnuh, U. Ucpbypnuf be Ynddagnup ywoybpubpny wpdwe nbuwpubphg: Fwu- 
dp uwpmwgnjnid E IL qunp Ygtipspu swywunwsp npwwwlwu gngwownne owt 
yaqdp: Un dwtwuwyubppy gnnvbuywt nnwubpp uwpwéontdp Swuby En be 
wunutijwqnyu gupipfu: 2uywunwip papae anipbpwy ht bnlhp Upbeoyph oe 
Unbiuninph cpfee, cuaapaoewe E tno, Snnvbwyws npwltbpny Yanupninn 
ch Puqquypu wypwipupnavelniebws nynpup: Eplpapn nuph YapPpu Unnugw- 
untd nnniwgqinid Gu uyqnudbwy npwitbp punwpwyht gne4yuyh Ubpphu Ywnhp- 
lbph Swdup: tpwup gpfwuunniebws JEP Gu Umby ng fb SZnndp Yayubp yo 
Zuajyng Unzgwyniup fewquwinph wuneupg, wy, ppbuy cvwypwpewnwp Unuwzwnh w- 
untufg: Uyn fppngnefépeup finy, 6 nwyfpu Gufwnpbynar, np mwupwughy wnbr- 
upnh fingnn Ybunnnt Swunhuwgnn 2wywunwip vaypwpanqup Unnmwawap Swewsw- 
gun pupuwdupnieheu & neubgby: Upmw2unh anu p fp ywokonpwqpnifbudp 
wud hyuytu Gwuwsbph & qununid 2nnvh Ywyubpwlwt nnwdvoph ind quwugp- 
cudnid: ter wuuniwdn.ine nhvwpwunulr, punwpoh wuniwu ynruw— 
nun wodwuwgnnt~hrup, ywneni@ows wuwhwaop nhgneine Ywuntpy ywaltnpp 
be ywnhanuqpncpbwu wy, aupptp qywyned bu $5; ;bupunwywt wewunny @uanp 
Uuupus 

Cnpanna nunh ulqpahg swywunwt Gu feunpwiugnid Pbgbr pugh §nndbulwt 
unduf nnudvonn, wypwytu Yngncwd ~~ Uuanubupwubp ~ npnup Bnqupyenr 
Ehu Yuyup Yupuljnpwy fp jpadat nopandtvbpnd: Uwhwyu wpdweh hue up- 
Lwun ywpntuulncebudp wyn nnwdubpn swywunwuhp npwdwywy wustuntpoau 
Sudan Eww ugwuwyneeheu pou niubghy;: 


Gnbcw hueumnen U. Unirbnbwu 
(Cupncuwlb; hp 2) Quntuywo qhant@pcuuvbnh @oyuwéne 


THE ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE MONETARY CIRCULATION IN ARMENIA 
V CENTURY B.C. = XIV CENTURY A.D. 
(Summary ) 


The Roman Republican coins were equivalent to the coins based 
on the Attic monetary standard like Parthian, Cappadocian, and Armen- 
ian drachms. During the end of I Century B. C. the Roman coins gained 
an additional advantage over the Hellenic coins: Roman Imperial de- 
narii entered circulation. For the next two centuries the Roman de- 
narius was the main medium of international exchange. At the begin- 
ning of I Century A. D. Armenian coins (of Artaxiads) were no longer 
being struck; however, like many other Hellenic coins were being 
utilized to satisfy internal and external commerce. 

The Roman Empire, in contrast with the Roman Republic, issued 
also gold aureus, 8.19 grams. But the basic coin in circulation was 
the silver denarius, 3.90 grams. The relationship of gold to silver 
was 1:12. For internal use they had issued one ounce of copper coin, 
sesterius, and its lower denominations. The relationship of silver 
to copper was 1:45. 
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The Roman Empire also issued coins and medallions relating to 
Armenia. They were in gold, silver, and copper. With the sculptured 
pictures they were informing the world of their conquests: "Armenia 
Capta", "Rex Armen Dat", etc.... With coins and medallions like 
these they had in mind only the glory of Rome and keeping under 
subjugation the defeated nations. Those pertaining to Armenia were 
not struck in massive quantity. Some of them have circulated in 
European countries of Roman Empire as well as Armenia and the east~ 
ern part of the empire. Early Roman imperial coins penetrated the 
Armenian markets with the same commerce routes that the Hellenic and 
Roman Republican coins did. These high quality silver coins had earned 
respect and confidence; therefore, they were recognized as the most 
stable currency. 

Parthian coins also entered circulation along with Roman imperial 
coins in the markets of Armenia. In this category fall the coins which 
bear the picture of Vonon. The drachms of Vonon have been issued in 
relatively small quantity compared to Roman imperial coins. The coins 
of Arsaces-Zeno (38-34 A.D., the successor of Vonon) are very limited 
in number. 

In 62 A.D. Nero reformed and debased the denarius to 3.40 grams. 
The silver content of Roman coin also was reduced to 55-56 percent. 
These coins entered Armenia at the time when Arsacids were being es- 
tablished on the throne of Armenia. The Armenian Arsacid kings did 
not have the right to strike their own coins. This privilege was re- 
served by the elder dynasty of the Arsacids of Persia. Even during the 
early reign of Arsacids Roman imperial coins had penetrated the Armenian 
cities; however, preference was being given to the pre-reform Roman 
coins because of its high silver content. The hoards unearthed in Ar- 
menia, belonging to II Century A. D., reveal this and also the hoards 
do not contain any Parthian coins. 

During the second half of II Century A. D. the monetary circu- 
lation of Armenia was developed parallel to the Roman imperial coinage. 
The Garni coin hoards are good numismatic evidence in this matter. 
Armenia was a buffer state between East and West; she had been over- 
taken with the Roman coins due to international trade which had 
moved through the Armenian commerce routes. 

At the end of II Century A. D. the city of Artaxiad issued her 
own copper coins, probably due to self rule. The coins of Artaxiad 
city are very easy to recognize due to the picture of "Fortune" and 
Greek inscription "APTA=ICATWN MHTPOTIOAEMC" or its variants. 

The antoninianus entered into circulation during early III 
Century A. D.. However, due to the very low silver content it did 
not have significant impact on the economy of Armenia. 


(To be cont. 2) Kh. A. Mousheghian 


The following Roman rulers have issued coins relating to Armenia: 


Mark Anthony 43-30 B.C Antoninus Pius 138-161. A.D. 
Octavianus Augustus 27 B.C.-14 A.D. Markus Aurelius 161-180 A.D. 
Nero 54-68 A.D. Lueius Verus 161-169 A.D. 
Trajan 98-118 A.D. Commodus 177-192 A.D. 


I 


IX. 


PAPER NOTES OF ARMENIA 
(Outline) 


ARMENIA, SOCIALIST SOVIET REPUBLIC 


The note is similar to the note in section III, Armenian Republic, 


No. 31. The obverse is dated August (ABM YCT%G) 1919. The reverse 
is dated 15 January (AHBAPA) 1920. The reverse signature facsim- 
ile is printed. It is circulated on April 1921. 1, 


de; 10000 Rubles, light green (¢%) 176 x 102 mm 


“The obverse text is in Armenian. The reverse text is multilin- 


gual: Azerbaijani, French, Georgian, and Russian. The notes are 
dated 1921; however, they are circulated on August 1921. 


2. 10000 Rubles 


a. Orange brown, watermarked paper 144 x 95 mm 


b. Rose red, watermarked paper 144 x 95 mm 
c. Rose, unwatermarked paper 146 x 95 mm 
d. Cherry, unwatermarked paper 147 x 97 mm 


e. Red brown, unwatermarked paper 145 x 98 mm 
f. Orange, unwatermarked paper 


g. Green, unwatermarked paper, only 
reverse, trial printing. 


The obverse text is in Armenian. The reverse text is multilin- 
gual like the previous note. The note is dated 1921; however, 
it is circulated on March 1922. 


3. 5000 Rubles, dark blue and light brown. 129 x 80 mm 
Obverse: Dark blue colored Mt. 
Ararat at the bottom of the note. 
Reverse: Armenian allegorical 
figures. 


The obligatory (wPSUsnr ) note text is in Armenian and is dated 
April 1922. The note is to be exchanged starting January 1, 1923. 
While in circulation it had equal weight to the notes of the 
Republic. The value numerals are printed and perforated on the 
note. 


1. Kardakoff, p. 156-157 
2. Pick, p. 253-254 
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4 5000000 Rubles, light brown design and 
black lettering. Serial lettering 
in red, numbers in black. Double 
or multiple peak mountain 
(Ararat 7?) in background radiating 
rays. The reverse is blank. 


a. With watermarked paper 
b. Unwatermarked paper 
(Ry) 219 x 102 mm 
(Rp) 217 x 105 mm 
The text is in Armenian; but includes some Russian. The notes 
ee 1922; however, they are circulated on April-September 
5. 25000 Rubles, blue. (U) 
Obverse: The setting sun behind 


Mt. Ararat. Trees on both sides. 
Reverse: Value numerals. 


a. Watermarked paper 148 x 83 mm 
b. Unwatermarked paper 151 x 83 mm 
6. 100000 Rubles, grey green and yellow (WR) 160 x 91mm 


Obverse: ASSR coat of arms on 
upper right hand corner, surrounded 
with flowers. Value numerals at 
left. Reverse: blank 


7. 500000 Rubles, reverse only, trial 
printing. 
8. 1000000 Rubles, red and light brown/red. 157 x 93 mm 


Obverse: Decorative design 
Reverse: Coat of arms of ASSR 


9. 5000000 Rubles, green, olive, black/ (U*) 147 x 87 mm 
green olive. 
Obverse: Coat of arms of ASSR 
on the left margin. 
Reverse: Value numerals. 


The text is in Armenian and the printing is incomplete. The 
note is dated 1923. 


10. 1 Tscherwonez, watermarked paper- 
(A, AB, AST) 


Y. T. Nercessian 
(To be cont. 5) 


CLEANING AND PRESERVATION OF ANCIENT cOINS* 


SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 


It would be nice to think of this subject as the restoration 
of ancient miniature works of art, to be treated with utmost care. 
Most ancient coins on the market to' day have probably been 
in the ground for about two thousand years. Consequently they are: 
1. Usually coated with varying amounts of dirt. 
2. Often covered with a patina, a protective coating that 
makes them look old. It may be green, black or brown. 
3. Sometimes covered to various extents with corrosion 
products, which may be active or stable. 
Coin metals are affected in different ways: 
1. Gold is inert and not subject to corrosion. 
2. Silver resists corrosion, but may be completely covered 
with red or green deposits; usually, not badly pitted. 
3. Bronze and copper are the most susceptible to corrosion. 
They may be covered with corrosion products and pitted 
to the point that cleaning is impracticable. 


CLEANING METHODS WHICH HAVE BEEN TRIED 


1. Chemical.- Ammonia bath, rubbing with household cleaners 
such as Copper Brite, Comet, Ajax, etc., very effective 
and thorough. 

2. Electrolysis.- Not much luck (poor control), not recommended. 

3, Mechanical.- Recommended tool kit contains several sharp- 
pointed steel pick, fiber glass erasers, tooth brushes, a 
small powerful magnifying glass, and a small covered glass 
jar for ammonia baths and toning operations. 


PRACTICAL CLEANING PROCEDURES 


Look at each coin as an individual problem. Whatever you do, 
try to save the patina. Do it as little damage as possible. 


GOLD COINS.- Should have nothing worse than a dirt coating. 


1. Clean with soapy water, using a soft brush, and be 
careful not to scratch the surface of the coin. 


SILVER COINS.- 


1. First rub with Kiwi Neutral Shoe Polish*. This will remove 
loose dirt and reveal surface conditions 

2. If coin has red or green corrosion products, or heavy dirt 
coating, place in full strength ammonia bath for 30 minutes. 
Chemical action will tend to remove the red and green depo- 
sits, soften the dirt coating, and turn the ammonia blue. 


a 


we 


* It should be realized that this is really just a summary of an 
speech which was given at one of the meetings of the Ancient 
Coin Club of Washington, D. C. 
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3. On removing coin from the bath, wash with soapy water, 
using a toothbrush to get rid of dirt and other deposits. 

4. Remove small isolated deposits with a pick flaking them off 
by horizontal pressure, and work along edges of large areas. 

5. Repeat baths and follow-up procedures until coin is clean, 
then wash it in soapy water and rub with Kiwi Polish to 
provide protection coating and highlight surface details. 

6. Billon or low grade silver coins often have green verdigris 
deposits. These may be removed by short (10-15 minutes) 
dips in the ammonia bath. Stop if any part of the coin 
starts to show a copper or brass color. 

7. Silver plated coins must be treated with extreme care, 
since the copper core may be badly corroded beneath the 
silver coating and excessive cleaning may cause loss of 
silver. 


BRONZE AND COPPER COINS.-Generally, mechanical rather than 
chemical cledning is preferred. 


1. First rub with Kiwi Polish to remove loose dirt and expose 
surface conditions. 

2. Remove coatings of dirt or sand, or raised corrosion depos- 
its, with a pick, working along the edges of the deposits. 

3. Remove residue with a fiber glass eraser, working gently and 
doing as little damage as possible to the patina. If Corro- 
sion is evidenced by powdery green deposits (copper disease), 
These must be completely removed by pick and fiber glass 
eraser until no green color shows; then rub the coin thor- 
oughly with Kiwi Polish in order to provide protective coat- 
ing which moisture can not penetrate. The coin should be 
examined regularly to detect any resumption of corrosion. 

4. If the coin shows evidence of silver wash, as on coins of 
Aurelian, Probus, Diocletian and others, use short ammonia 
bath dips as with billon pieces. This will get rid of most 
unwanted deposits and accentuate the silver-colored surfaces. 
Don't overclean--Stop if any copper colored spots appear. 

5. Don't try to clean coins which are badly corroded and pitted, 
or which have deteriorating patina. Cleaning will probably 
make such coins look worse, and may lose important surface 
details. Don't buy coins described as having "rough surface". 

6. On completion of cleaning, bright areas on the coin surface 
caused by accidental removal of patina may be toned by 
ammonia vapor. Place a patch of light cloth over the mouth 
of the ammonia jar and secure in place with a rubber band. 
Then put the coin on top of the cloth, screw on the cover, 
and let the fumes work for 30 minutes or more, depending on 
the freshness of the ammonia. Chemical action by fresh 
ammonia can eat away the cloth around the edge of the coin 
and drop it into the ammonia below. 


1. Brand names of powdered cleaning agents, marketted in North 
America, for scouring the dampened surface of kitchen utensils, 
sinks, or flooring material. 


2. Brand name of a shoe shine marketted in North America. 
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7, If blue or green spots appear on the coin while in the 
ammonia fumes, they usually indicate some rust remaining 
on the coin. Remove these spots with a pick, fiber glass 
eraser or brass brush, and repeat the toning process until 
the coin assumes a dark patina overall. 

8. Finally, rub the coin with Kiwi Polish once more to 
provide a protective coating and bring out highlights on 
the surface of the coin. 


ONE WORD OF WARNING.- Don't start work on your most valuable 
coins until you have gained some experience in cleaning. Do your 
practicing on some cheap pieces that won't matter if they are 
damaged. 


Alexandria, Virginia Capt. A. F. Johnson, USN Ret. 
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3. The editorial department does not encourage cleaning ancient and 
medieval coins unless itis an absolute necessity. This article is 
being offered in the interest of service to the collectors since 
many collectors do like cleaning their coins. Under no condition 
either the Armenian Numismatic Society or the writer shall be 
responsible to anv damage which may result from the above 
suggested procedure. 


